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Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 

Holy Eucharist 
    

February 23, 2025       10:00 AM  
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   The Liturgy of the Word    

Prelude We Shall Overcome arr. Adolphus Hailstork 
 (Ken Stoops, organ) 
 

Welcome   Father Robert Gahler 
 

Opening Hymn I want to walk as a child of the light The Hymnal 1982 #490 
Please rise.  
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Trinity Kids are now invited to join their teachers in the rear of the church for Sunday School! 
 

Opening Acclamation and The Collect of the Day 

Priest:  Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.   
People:  Glory to God for ever and ever.   
Priest:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Priest: Let us pray.  
 

O Lord, you have taught us that without love whatever we do is worth nothing: Send 
your Holy Spirit and pour into our hearts your greatest gift, which is love, the true bond 
of peace and of all virtue, without which whoever lives is accounted dead before you. 
Grant this for the sake of your only Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Please be seated.  
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The First Reading Genesis 45:3-11, 15 

Reader:  A reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 

Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?" But his brothers could 
not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 
 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." And they came closer. He said, "I 
am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or 
angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve 
life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for 
you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who 
sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says 
your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 
You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children 
and your children's children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I 
will provide for you there--since there are five more years of famine to come--so that you 
and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.'" 
 

And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked 
with him. 
 

Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 1 text from “Psalms for Praying” by Nan Merrill  

All are invited to sing the refrain. The choir will offer the verses. 
 
  



   
 

5 
 

REFRAIN 
Give no heed to those who are greedy, attend not to those who do wrong. 
For, like the green grass of spring, they soon fade and wither away. 
Trust in the Most High, and seek goodness; Live harmoniously upon the earth in peace with  
              assurance. 
Take delight in the Beloved, Enjoy the bountiful gifts of Love. 
 
Commit your life to the Beloved, Confident that Love will act on your behalf, 
Making clear your pathway, Bright as the sun at midday. 
Be still before the Beloved, and wait patiently in the silence; 
Pray for those who proser by deceitful means, And for those who live by their own devices. 
 
Recognize your own anger an unfulfilled desire,  
and lift your thoughts to higher planes; 
For those who act out of anger separate themselves from Love; 
And those who live in harmony shall know peace, assurance, gratitude and love. 
 
REFRAIN 
 
In a little while, those who live with greed will prosper no more; 
The darkness of ignorance will pass, as a new dawn enlightens the world. 
The lovers of darkness shall perish, while the humble shall inherit the earth, 
And delight themselves in sharing its abundance with all.  
 
The saving grace of the upright comes from the Beloved; Love is their refuge in times of trouble. 
Love leads the way and they arrive home safely 
Delivered from those who tempt the with power. 
Love invites all to open their hearts. 
 
REFRAIN 
 

The SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50 

Reader:   A reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians. 
 
Someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?" 
Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you 
do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other 
grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 
 
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 
imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is 
raised in power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a 
physical body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, "The first man, Adam, 
became a living being"; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the 
spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. The first man was from the 
earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so are 
those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven.   
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Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the 
man of heaven. 
 
What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Sequence Be Thou My Vision The Hymnal 1982 #488 
 

  

Eb Bb Cm Gm 

Bb Fm Cm Bb 

Ab Cm Eb Ab           Bb 

Eb Cm Ab Eb 
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The Gospel Luke 6:27-38 

Deacon: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Jesus said, "I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold 
even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your 
goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
 
"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? 
For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what 
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your 
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and 
you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 
 
"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back." 
 
Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon Father Robert Gahler 

 

The Nicene Creed   
We believe in one God,     

the Father, the almighty,     
maker of heaven and earth,     
of all that is, seen and unseen.     

     
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,     

the only Son of God,     
eternally begotten of the Father,     
God from God, Light from Light,     
true God from true God,     
begotten, not made,     
of one being with the Father.     
Through him all things were made.     

For us and for our salvation     
he came down from heaven;     

by the power of the Holy Spirit     
he became incarnate of the Virgin Mary,      

and was made man.    
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;     
he suffered death and was buried.      
On the third day he rose again     

in accordance with the Scriptures;     
he ascended into heaven     
and is seated at the right hand of the father.     

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,     
and his kingdom will have no end.     
   

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,     
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.     
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.     
He has spoken through the Prophets.     
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.     
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.     
We look for the resurrection of the dead,     

and the life of the world to come. Amen.    
 

 

The Prayers of the People A Litany for Social Justice 
 Office of Young Adult and Campus Ministries of the Episcopal Church 
 
Intercessor: Creator of All, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name  

of your Son. Therefore, in confidence and trust we pray for the  
Church. God, enliven the Church for its mission: 

People: That we may be salt of the earth and light to the world.  
 
Intercessor: Breathe fresh life into your people.   
People: Give us power to reveal Christ in word and action.   
 
Intercessor: Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace.   
People: That we may respect one another in freedom and truth.  
 
Intercessor: Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it.   
People: Teach us to care creatively for its resources.    
 
Intercessor: God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the  

lives of others,  
People: That all may act with integrity and courage.    
 
Intercessor: Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours.   
People: May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 
 
Intercessor: We pray for those we now name silently or aloud.  

(All are invited to offer their prayers silently or aloud at this time.)  
    God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind or spirit.     
People: May they know the power of your healing love.   
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Intercessor: Make us willing agents of your compassion.   
People: Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 
 
Intercessor: Give comfort to those who mourn.  
People: Bring them peace in their time of loss.  
 
Intercessor: We praise you for all your saints who have entered your eternal glory.  
People: May their example inspire and encourage us.  
 
Intercessor: Lord, you have called us to serve you.  
People: Grant that we may walk in your presence:  your love in our hearts, your  

truth in our minds, your strength in our wills; until, at the end of our 
journey, we know the joy of our homecoming and the welcome of your 
embrace, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.   

 

The Confession of Sin and Absolution Enriching Our Worship 

Deacon:  Let us confess our sins to God.  
 
All: God of all mercy,   

we confess that we have sinned against you,   
opposing your will in our lives.   
We have denied your goodness in each other,   
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.   
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,   
the evil we have done,   
and the evil done on our behalf.   
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ,   
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen.  

 

Celebrant: 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 

THE PEACE 

Priest: The peace of Christ be always with you.  
People: And also with you. 
 

Announcements & Offertory Invitation  

Loose offerings (cash or checks) can be placed in the Offertory Plate when it is 
passed. To give online, use the attached QR code or visit 
www.trinitytoledo.org/online-giving/, choose GIVE NOW and today’s date.  You 
can also text the word “Give” to 419-OMG-LOVE (419-664-5683) to make your 
weekly offering. 
 

Offertory  Total Praise Richard Smallwood 
 (Trinity Choir)  



   
 

10 
 

   The Liturgy of the Table    
 

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer 3 from Enriching our Worship 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant:  
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; 
through Jesus Christ, your eternal Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created 
all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the sea when it burst out 
from the womb; you brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to 
humankind. Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for 
our journey; and so as the morning stars sing your praises we join the heavenly beings 
and all creation as we shout with joy:   

 

Sanctus The Hymnal 1982 #S-129 

 
Glory and honor are yours, Creator of all, your Word has never been silent; you called a 
people to yourself, as a light to the nations, you delivered them from bondage and led 
them to a land of promise.  
 

We thank you that on the night before he died for us Jesus took bread, and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, gave it to his friends and said: 
“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  



   
 

11 
 

After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave it to his friends and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: this cup is the new Covenant in my Blood, poured out for you and 
for all for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and 
ascension, longing for Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your 
earth has formed and human hands have made, we acclaim you, O Christ: 
  

Celebrant and People:  
Dying, you destroyed our death. 
Rising, you restored our life. 
Christ Jesus, come in glory! 
 
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be 
to us the Body and Blood of your Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, 
may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us together in the Body of 
Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true 
eternal home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and Creator in voices of unending praise. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power,  
and the glory  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Fraction 

Celebrant: We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ.  
People: We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the people of God; holy food for holy people. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
We welcome ALL to come forward to receive Communion as a sign of God’s love in and for 
our lives. We offer both bread and non-alcoholic wine at the time of communion. BREAD- please extend 
your hands to receive a piece of bread (or ask for a gluten-free cracker) WINE- we ask that you drink from 
the chalice as it is offered to you. Please let an usher know if you would like the bread/wine brought to you 
and if you would like a gluten free option. Please be seated until you are invited to come forward. 
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Communion Music Nearer, My God, to Thee arr. Tom Trenney 

 (Chelsie Cree, soprano; and Heidi Clausius, piano) 

 

Communion Hymn Precious Lord, Take My Hand LEVAS #106 
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The Post Communion Prayer (Please rise.)    

Celebrant: Let us pray.   
God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you 
have united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all your 
people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we 
may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life 
of Christ our Savior. Amen.  
 

Benediction 

This little light of mine 
I’m gonna let it shine 

This little light of mine 
I’m gonna let it shine 

This little light of mine 
I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine 
 

Blessing 

 

Sending Hymn 

 

Dismissal 

Deacon: Go in peace to love and serve our Loving, Liberating, Life-Giving God! 
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Sending Hymn Love Divine All Love’s Excelling The Hymnal 1982 #657 
  See next page for music. 

 

Postlude Old 120th arr. David Thorne 
 (Ken Stoops, organ)  
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Sending Hymn Love Divine All Love’s Excelling The Hymnal 1982 #657 

 

  



   
 

15 
 

  



   
 

16 
 

 
 

Vestry Leadership    
Jeffrey Albright, Sr. Warden   
Kyle Grefe, Jr. Warden   
Margaret Baehern, Treasurer    
Angie Carriker, Jack Diedrick,  
Gary Franklin, Brian Ingman, Kimberly Kefalas,  
Becky Koskinen, Jamie Paul   
  

  

Parish Staff   
The Rev. Meribah Mansfield, Deacon   
The Rev. Robert Gahler, Assisting Priest, Retired   
Heather Meyer, Director of Operations    
George M. Benson, Director of Community Engagement   
Chelsie Cree, Director of Music and the Arts    
Grace Mauk, Assistant Director of Music and the Arts  
Grace Wipfli, Soprano Section Leader  
Kim Buehler, Alto Section Leader  
Steven Sloan, Tenor Section Leader  
Bradley Baker, Bass Section Leader  
Josh Buckner, Livestream Operator  
Jason Rahe, Sound Operator 
  

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES & COPYRIGHT INFO:  

Collect of the Day: Book of Common Prayer. Psalm text used from “Psalms for Praying” by Nan 
Merrill Readings and Gospel from: Revised Common Lectionary. The Prayers of the People: A 
Litany for Social Justice Office of Young Adult and Campus Ministries of the Episcopal Church The 
Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer 3 from Enriching our Worship Lord’s Prayer: Traditional 
Bulletin Cover Image: Created on Canva with subscription Fraction, Breaking of the Bread, and Post 
Communion Prayer: Enriching Our Worship/Book of Common Prayer. All printed music from The 
Hymnal 1982, Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing II, My Heart Sings Out, Wonder, Love, and Praise was used by 
permission through the purchase of riteseries.org. All other printed music permission through 
purchase of CCLI Copyright license #20577215 Size B Streaming License #20577284 Size B Secular 
music permission through purchase of CCS WORSHIPcast Copyright license #13190 All other 
printed music from other hymnals permission through purchase of onelicense.net License # A-
700000.  
  
By entering Trinity Episcopal Church and by your presence and/or participation here (indoors and 
outdoors) you consent to be photographed, filmed, livestreamed, and/or otherwise recorded. Your entry 
constitutes your consent to such photography, filming, livestreaming, and/or recording and to any use, in 
any and all media, for Trinity Episcopal Church and/or the Episcopal Diocese of Ohio.   
 

 


